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Nursing sisters reflect on the old Calvary Hospital 
. . ... 
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The old Lewisham/Calvary Hospital 
by Sr Helena Kearns 
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In the St Albans News June/July 2020 edition, Martin 

Cooney writes about places of interest during his recent 

lockdown walks around the St Albans area. He mentions 

the Mary Potter Courts in Durham St and recalled that 

Calvary Hospital occupied the nearby site on Bealey 

Avenue where Southern Cross Hospital is now situated. 

Expanding on Martin's information, we take an historical 

tour of the Mary Potter site. 

Seven members of The Little Company of Mary, a 

Catholic Religious Congregation of Nursing Sisters 

arrived in Christchurch in 1914 and secured land in Bealey 

Avenue where Lewisham (later renamed Calvary) Hospital 

was opened in 1916. Initially, the medical profession was 

slow to refer patients to Lewisham. They found it hard to 

believe a group of religious sisters could run a hospital. 

Few patients were admitted and, in an attempt to increase 

the number, the Sisters switched lights on in vacant wards 

and rooms each evening to give the illusion the rooms 

were occupied. 

This situation changed, however, after the 1918 

influenza epidemic when 'flu victims filled Lewisham 

Hospital. The Sisters also nursed patients in Warner's 

Hotel in the Square and in their own homes. They shared 

the tragic workload with Nurse Maude District Nurses 

around the city streets; one Sister died of influenza. 

Calvary expanded over the years, in addition to catering 
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Mary Potter Community Centre today 
for medical and surgical patients, a maternity section 

was added then a psychiatric day unit. The Mary Potter 

Hospital named after Mary Potter, the founder of the Little 

Company of Mary, was opened in 1954. It catered for 

elderly and terminally ill patients. Flats for seniors - Mary 

Potter Courts - were built on the Caledonian site and more 

were later built in Durham St. An old convent on Durham 

St was leased to Southern Community Laboratory for 11 

years but it was demolished after the 2011 earthquakes. 

The Apartments on Durham St were built on this site. 

Calvary Hospital was sold in 1979, and the Mary Potter 

Hospital in 2004, to Southern Cross Hopsital. When 

the Sisters retired from active nursing, they decided to 

support seniors in the community. With proceeds from 

the sale of the Mary Potter Hospital, the Mary Potter 
Community Centre was built and opened in 2007. The 

centre comprises administration offices and an archives 

room. Its multipurpose hall and space is available to 

hire for activities and meetings. The complex is the 

responsibility of the Little Company of Mary Foundation 

and administered by a business manager and staff from 

the Mary Potter Community Centre. 

The community centre at 442 Durham St North 

continues to serve seniors in the community on Mondays 

and Thursdays, where the entertainment includes board 

games, arts and crafts, exercise classes, and housie. For 

more information visit: www.lcmchristchurch.org.nz. � 
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